FROM THE TAPPAN SLOTE TO PIERMONT 1609 TO 2016
A Walking Tour




A Story of a Village and Its River
A five and a half mile tour that can be done

by the ambitousan about three hours,

Become a member of PHS.
Go o pienmonthistorysocictvong
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INTRODUCTION

Many Piermont residents and tourists know Piermont as that
idyllic small over village wnquely sitaated parallel to the Hudson
Raver and at the junction of its toibutary, the Sparkill Creck
They know at for its Aver views, 118 Many restanrants, is mumnerous
shops and art gallenes, Few know of its early beginmngs, its
industral past and its commencial significance to the countey, or
of its nch heritage and role in the American Revolution,

While walking this tour, you will sense the close connection between
the nver and the willage. Although this tour does not pretend to
present @ defimitive history of Piermont, the Piermont Histoneal
Soaety hopes to encourage the reader to seek more nformation,
The walk centers on 10 lustone sites, including five of the mne
in Piermont that are on the National Register of Historic Places.

Start at Picrmont Village H..u"f.mrfgr: sorth on Piermoas Avenne,

Tiwrn vight onto Ash Street; thew furn lefi onto Flywbee! Park,

On your left is the Dennis P MeHugh Piermont Public Libracy,

named after a New York City fireman who died on 9/11.

SITE 1: THE FLYWHEEL

O your right is Flywleel Park—the village green of Pienmont,
O the southeast corner of the park is the flywheel. It was to be
demalished along with the factory that housed it, but fortnarcly
it was bt too well, and the wrecker’s ball just bounced off.
The Hywheel’s momentum gave the machmery at the plant the
nniform rotatonal speeds needed and was part of a steam-driven
electoe generator that produced electnety for the plant. So there
it stands, stubbornly recalling the village’s proud industaal past.

In 1902 the Piermont Paper Company began operations. The mull
emploved several generations and transformed the village intmo
a significant commercial and industrial town for over 80 years,
T 1920, the Robert Gair Company of Brooklyn merged with
the paper company. Gair had developed a new way to cut, crease
and fold paperboard m one operation. Using the new method, a
tactory could now produce more cartons in ton and & half hours
than the ennre plant had w one day. The null remaned unchanged
untl 1956 when the Robert Gair Company merged with the
Contnental Can Company.



SITE | comuinued

Fily Wheel Paper Mill

Vike the paih alongside the waterfront and wall cast

When you reach the North Share Walloway sign, the building just

1 Front of vou is the ooly remamng buiding from the paper mull.

The water 15 brackish (has salt) because, as an estuacy, the tidal

movermnenis of the Atdante Ocean alfect the Hudson, As a result
of this tidal action, the waters of the Hudson can actually trave] two
directions at once, The local Indins called the nver Muliheakumk

or “water that Hows both ways™
Cantinne cast alowg Ferry Roud.

Depending on the height of the tide, vou may see the remsins of a
vanety of docks that were bault as steamslup and ferry landings

SITE 2: LAST 5T0P USA & THE WATCH FIRES

Driring World War TT, the pier was the embarkation point for over a
halt-million GTs who would fight in the European theater, and at the
end of the war, the debarkation point for those remirnung. A “Last
Stop”’ memonal, called G1 joe, 15 located in Kennedy Memonal Park

Every Memonal Day, since the Vietzun Veterans stanted the watch
fire trachtion i 1987, massive logs are piled approximarely 30 feel
hugh and are liv for a 24-hour peciod. The watch fires are lir along
the ndge of the Palisades. Ther symbolically light the way home
for those soldicrs who have died in all wars and conflicts of the
United States.

(i ls bowreing a ship WACs boarding a ship

From the end of the picr, you have a panoramic view of the
Huadsau. To the north you can see Hook Mowtain and the Tapypan
Zee Brdge, and across the over to the east is Westchester County,

where you can see Tarcyrown and Irvingron.
Retiira to the Village west alongFerry Road.

Returmng along Ferry Road, on your right you will see the
memoral site of Fred C Scheffold, a resident of Piermont
and a FDINY Battalion Chief, who penshed on 9/11. Here to
the south and west 15 the salt marsh. Under vears of vepetation is
an 1824 whart that was constructed by Judge Cotmelus Blanvelt.
He extended Paradise Avenue through the salt marsh then bualt
a 500-loot pler—a wood plank wharf—into the nver. Several
budldings were ecected on this wharf It was later discarded and
the current pier was constructed by the Erie Railroad. The
remames of the wharl can still be seen on the south side of the

current Pl.'{ I

SITE 3: PEGGY'S POINT

At the west end of the wharf was Peggy's Inn, hence Peggy’s
Pount. It was here that sloops, warting for high tide, were moored
before pomg up the Sparckill Creek. Legend has 1t thar Peggy’s
Inn served more than just tood, deink and lodging. The old
foundations of Peggy’s Inn sill can be seen in & clump of trees
east-southeast of the old village dump, behind rhe Lintle League

field.

Continne along Ferry Road and turn lef onto Pavadize Avenue.

Pegey'’s Poing

On your lett 15 the Sparkill Creek Tt s here that the Hudson River

Sloops i Sparkill

sloops sailed, were pulled or dragged up the creek to reach the
intenor where the eurrent Rockland Road Bndge now 15 located,
The indigenons reeds were locally referred to as “marsh grass” It
is said that the Sparkill Creek gets its name because all tha
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could be seen of these vessels, as they traveled up the creek through
the tall marsh grass, were the top of the masts or “spars™ Note

the three informational sipns on your left that give a desenption
of the estary, as well as the histodeal marker in front of the

Saneden house on vour night at 38 Paradise Avenue.

Wihen vou reach the interseceion, cross the streer and conti

wesf paro I\|-|'r.'l'."-|l-' Piermons Avense,

SITE 4: THE DRAWBRIDGE

O vour left, just past the Post Office, 15 the old Prermont Daw
bridge. It was listed on the Nanonal Register of Histone Places
i 1981 and restored m 2009, Built in 1880 by the King Iron Bodge
Company, it 15 a single-leaf, manually-operated metal drawbrdpe

that was built to allow trathic to continne up the Sparkill Creek

The bridge 15 remarkably unaltered. It 15 “the anly Fnonea examiple
of its ty pe and peviod in New York State” ™ This hand-operated
mechameal deawbodge retins the mitegnty of its onginal design,
including its imber deck and simple, weight-driven elevatng
mechanism

Dinerelniege

Crnttfarnee wese on Plermon ¢ Avese. Here beging the ald pare of
Pieraant.

-

On your right is 376 5. Piccmont Avenue ¢. 1780, known as the
Guglicinello house. Tn 1999 it receved the Preservation Merit
Aweard from the Histonical Society of Rockland County. Further
along on your nght is 352 Piermont Avene ¢ | 780, which recemed
the same award m 2007 It was placed on the National Eegister
of Histone Places in 2015, It is sad to have harbored Aasron Burr

on his flight to Canada after his duel with Alexander Hamilton,

Conginne fo the next indersection.



SITE 5 ROCKLAND ROAD BRIDGE ITISTORIC
DISTRICT, *THE BIRTHPLACE OF PIERMONT™
This is the aldest and mast lustone distner of Piermont and
many of the surrounding buildings have maintained their
19th-centuey character. It 12 here that Plermont, as a commercial
entity, took root. In 2012 tlus district was bsted on The Natonal
Register of Hastone Places. The Bockland Road Brdge, Haddock
Ilﬂi[ ﬂ..‘.'l.d Fﬂl’dﬂﬂ I]ﬂn Fil g EiEt(‘d J.I.'.Id]l."-"]..l'ILL"IH}'. PDSSEIFEI tJ.'.I{'. 'ﬂ‘ll’jﬂﬁt
house in Pierment, number 272-c 1730, was fonmerly a tavern and

believed to have hoseed ‘ﬁ’aﬁhingtnn
(See the twa informational signs on the bridge.)

The Rockland Road Bradge, built 1n 1874 and restored m 2011,
15 the only surviving stone and single-span, bock-arched bodge
in Rockland Connty and one of the only three remaining in New
York State. Tt is a sipnificant sand intact example of @ 19th-century
masonry and brck strucmre. The materials were quarried locally,

I'he Tappan Slote, also called the Sparkill Cut, at that tme was
the only water passage north of New York City wlhach allowed
sloops to get on the western side of the Palisades nidge. (Note
the palisades on vour lelt and aght) Gomng threugh the Slote
was the most efhicent way that goods, matenal and people could
travel between NYC and the interior of the nanon. Around
1740, the Sparkill Creek was despened and reconted so thar
at high nide fully loaded sloops could navigate the Slote
successhully, or during low tide they could be deagged by men
to the mouth of the over.

A 1745 map of the area shows a closter of Tour buildings, one

af wlich was Henry Lodlow's gristmill. From the center of the
bridge lonking west you can see the millpond, which sull exisrs
to thas day, It was at this location, at the end of navigation, that
the sloops would transfer their materials to land, making it the
pertect location for & store

Abraham Mabie, the first known storeowner in this district,
operated a penerl store and grisuwl long befure the Revoluton.
T 1783, Major Peter Tanlman rook over MMabies general stare
In 1805, Tavlman rebuiit the store that is now 239 Piermont

Ludlow map

Avenue, on the ereek just west of the brdge. The Tappan Slote
{Piermont) henceforth was called Taulman®s Landiong, Tn 1856,
Roger Haddock purchased the store from Taulman and it is
snspected that Haddock built the mansard roof and converted
the building into stables. This building is located just west of the
brrdge, oo the left across from Canzona’s Deli. [Note the front
door and window above. )

SITE 6: HADDOCK'™S HALL

Haddook’s Hall, knovn Jocally as the Stk Mill, was bult i 1876
and listed in 1990 on the Nanonal Register of Histonic Places
It is historically and acchitecturally significant as o rare example
of a combination of civic and commercial use. Historically, it
served as Piermonts village ball, bbrary, oomsic hall and genesl store
from 1876 to 1900, Arclutecturally, it has retamed its mregnty.

Haddeock’s Hall has liad 2 vacety of uses and owners, and unl
the constructon of the milroad, Haddocks Hall and the creek
were the center of the Village Tn 1900, ir became Hashbrouck
Motor Works, making motors for yachts. In 19217, sewing machine
operators made clothing on the first floor and the Village Hall
wias on the second Aoor. Fram 1926 to 1975, 1t was used us

a textile mull. Durning the war years, 1940 to 1945, np cords
for parachures were made here. The final commercial owner
was the Crescent Ribbon Mill Campany which operited (rom
1960 1o 1970, Tn 1976, the mill pur the bnilding np for sale and
it 15 now g pravare residence
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In 1916 the creek side of Haddock’s Hall was converted to a

Venetian canal for the mevie, The Hungry Heart, which was
based on the French play Fron Frow. It was the first tume that
Prermont was used by the film ndusiey. Sice then, other movies

have been made in Piermont, most notably, Woody Allen's The

Purple Rose of Cairo. Most recently Piermont has been the sire for
TV episodes of Law & Order: VU, The Blacklst, The Followmng,
and Orange 15 the New Black.

Haddocks Half

The Huengry Heart

Continne west on Plermant Avenie.

SITE 7: MINE HOLE DISTRICT

The Mine Hole 1= the name of 2 nune and also the name of this
distriet of Piermont It goes from the Rocklind Road Budge ro
Valentine Avenue on the north side of the creek. African Ainencas

mhabired this distnier since long betore the Revohinon

When you reach 175 & Piermont Avenue, look across the street
ancl you will see the entrance to the mune, The mine consists of
two shafts. One shaft s 75 feet long and served as a tresh water
spring until 1940, The sccond shaft is deseribed as a strasght,
nagrow excavation through bedrock.

In the early 1970s, in recogmition of the site’s histode imporeance,
# new conerete portico and fence were installed and the old sipn
restored. In the spang of 1975, the mine was sealed

Conviriree twese and wrake a left on Ffentine Avenne.
Just south of Union Street, on your right, is the rear of Christ

Chareh Tris the aldest Episcopal Church in Rockland Counry
and was hsted on the Natonal Rrg'zsr.r:' of Historie Places iy 2011,



The curprent chuech was ikt in 1864 and 15 of gothic architecture
with a Norman-influsnced interior.

Boss febonse

Mine Huole

Pesse ar the shating pond on your lefl,

John Moore, a wheelwnght, also operated a sawnull here. Tt was
the site of the first commercial development in Piermont. The
foundation walld of the sawnull sull can be seen on the east side
of the corrent shating ]mn-ﬂ. In 1815, William Ferdon purchased
the mill and made woolen blankets there untl 1860,

Om the northwest corner 15 the 5t Charles African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Clinreh. In 1897, two local black churches jomed
together; the Skunk Hollow Mowntain Church of Colored People

and the Swamp Church of Pabisades. Cross the streer and read

the marker describing the history of rhe church

Make a feft on Fevdon Avenue,

_*,5 ;‘.'Ull. ‘-\'ﬂ:,k east I}ﬂ'ﬁ! tl'll:' Ekﬂtiﬂg Fﬂi]d‘ o1 ?.'ﬂ'l'll' ]ft‘r % Tllf
Brookficld Wildlife Sancmuary. Ouee you have passed the Wildlife
Sancruary, look across the creek 1o the backs of the buldings of
the Mine Hole Dhstrct. The buildings that yon saw when you

were walking on Plermont Avenue are not what they seemed.
What appeared to be one or two-story buildings are actually

three or four stocy baldings as they steetch down to the ceeek.

Onie ol the more meresting stones of the Mine Hole is a duplex
onthouse—aone outhouse directly above the other. How conuld
this work? 1f you are on top thete is no problem; but if vou are
below while someone is above, it counld pose a problem. The
ssue was solved because each seat hae its own un chute emptying
directly into the creek below™

Continne along Ferdon Avenne and veturn to the Rodidand Road

Hridge.

When you reach the bodge, look to your aght. A the soutlrwest
corner is 277 Ferdon Avenue. This Greek Revival Temple house
with Tonic columns was buile by William Ferdon, ¢ 1840, Tt was
recently restored and expanded with such care that the new faith-
fully resembles the old.

O the southeast corner of Ferdon Avenute, and set back from
the road, is 20 Rockland Road, a restored Victogian building
built in 1850, Locals remember this building as the home and
labomtory of Mr. Sparhawk, 2 chemist and uwentor. The story
goes that during WWIT he developed odors that prevented US
soldiers from being tracked by hounds. It is amored that n1 order
to obtain his odors, he trapped an unknown number of skunks
whose bones periodically sall tuen up.

Continge east along Fevdon Avenue,

Houses with nuunbers 325, 335, 337, 339 341, and 345 were
bult as housing for the Ene Railroad workers. Although the
house at 325 was renovated, its intenor anll has much of the
original design. Further east an the south side of the street s
Picrmont's Reformed Church, ongmally established in 1839 wuth
the support of Eleazer Lord

Cross the ereel over the Army Bridpe and go to the nortbivest
4 &

corner af Pleviant Areie,
Thus 13 JFK Memeonal Park. The statae 15 called GI Joe and 15 a
“Last Swop™ memorial. This park is where the annual Memonsl

Dray abservations and other civic events are held.

Mote the cannon, Found i the nver many vears ago by loeal kids,
it 15 believed to be of Revolubonrary Wae vintage.

Ialk frorther wortl o the intersetion of Piermont and Tite Avenses,

Firn lefr up Tate Avenwe, passing the wall ars on the building

o te vieht
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This street is representative of the very hilly natare of Piermont.
This area is also very typical of Piermeont in that many buildings
are built on steep slopes and winding roads. In fact, many of

the buildings 10 Piermont were bult before zoning and planmng
codes, thus giving the impression that all the buildings have been

constructed oo haphazard manoer, Thas may be tue, but s

also parr of Piermont’s charm.
STEPS TO ERIE PATH:

(e the left ake the conevete steps ane graved park up the L
This is the ;J.r.rarl e Irr:'l.rfu‘l:' sised to gef o the nailroad seation.

Crass Ash Sereer ai the rop of the stairs,

SITE 8: THE PIERMONT RAILROAD STATION:
THE TALE OF TWO RAILROADS

THE NORTHERN RAILROAD AND THE RESTORED
PIERMONT RAILROAD STATIOMN:

This is the ronte of the Northern RR of New Jersey Built in
1859, The MNorthern was a commuter train wiach unginu“l'r
went from fersey City to Spackull and then west to the Village
of Piermont. In 1869 the Northern was extended north from
Spackill to Nyack. Not unul 1873, when the Piermeont RR
Station was constructed, did the tran stop here. It continued
o run passengers along this rowte for 107 years nnnl it ceased

operations m P66,

Piermont ratfroad stasion Belie ﬁ..'rﬂ:p

Belle Kelly worked for the ralroad for over 50 years. She served
as statonmaster, deket apent and telepraph clerk, servicing 43 s
a day. In 2008, the stanon was listed on rhe Nanonal Begister



SITE 8 CONT'D

of Historic Maces. It is the only known remaining station of its
kmd. It was restored by the Piermont Historical Society and 1s
now the homie of the Museum of the History of Picrmont.
The Northern BR should not be confused witly the Ene RR. Each

apczted on two separate sets of tracks mtersectmyp only in Spadall.

THE ERIE RAILROAD AND THE INFLUENCE OF
ELEAZAR LORD

Eleazar Lord may well be the single most mHuental person in
the lustory of Piermont becanse ot s leadershup m the devel
opment of the Eoe suload. By hiling almost 100 acres of the
Hudsaon Fiver, he ereated a stronp and stable foundation for the
ratlroad buddings, teacks and pier. In 1838 he extended the prer
L0 teet. He established Prsrmont’s itrastroctare and changed
its very nature. "[has infrastrueture wonld eventually prepare the
ground for constrncuon of the paper mull and for commercial

and passenger use of steamboats and feeres.

In 1832, New York State charted the New York Ene Railroad

Completed inlB51, a passenger arriving by steamboat from

Battery Park in WY wonld board 2 teain at the end of the Pler

and travel 447 miles to Dunkirk located on Lake Ene—at that
tune the longest railrosd in the wordd. Peesadent Alilksed Fillmeore
and Daniel Webster made the inaugural trp from Piermont 1o
Dunkirk. T E852, however, restrctions on lerstate [rnspocis-
tion ended and i 1863, the ratlrosd terminns was moved foom

Piermant 1o Jersey Ciry, W]

CHiten forgotien is that Eleazar Lord gave the Village its name
I 1839, he renamed Tanlman's Landing ro Piermont, evoking

the marriage herween the pier and the mountains

Eleazar Lovd

Descend Ash Stveer onto Hudson Tevrace. Continne afong

on Fludson Ternice,

Hudson Terrace 13 one of several streets i Piermont wheré the

buibdings have been out into the Palisades At 143 Hudson Terrace
15 a Greek Revival style houge that was ongally the home of an
Ene Radroad executive. The bulding later became the Piermont
Libragy, In recent vears, after the construction of the new Dennis

P McHugh Public Library, 1t has retumed 1o povate ovwnerslup,
Mk a :,r-_:;'.-,r at Bitie Siveet el desconed the il o Pivesont Avesne.

L'pon reachuing the corner, just on the nght, one can see o stone

marker {‘D."l'll]".f‘:l'l‘.ll'.lfﬁru':g the events that rook PI'.'H."I." at thes site,

SITE 9 THE ONDERIDONK HOLUSE

Bualt ¢ 1737, 758 Pliermont Avenue was listed on the MNational
Remster of Fhstone Places i 2006, The Onderdonk House is an
outstanding example of lower Hudson Valley domestic architecture,
Hustranng the regmonal preference for native stone constriction

iy the 1Bth and eacly 1%th century and the transition berwesn

Dutch and English bulding practices

The structre was neglected for many years and was slated to be
condermoed by 2004, In e 1 1th hour it was saved by new owners
and carefully rebmilt Orriginal stones were conserved and reosed
A stone 1o the left of the entrance mserbed with the dare 1810

was renrned o the onginal locanon as were all the corner stones

Hashington / Carleton

Finderelonk bovse

“ln the simrnier of o 1 777~ teee (British) boats artenpred 1o land
at the present day Pievmont .. After a sharp conflict with rhe Shore
Guard (Tocal miilitia) they weve repulsed with three killed, Several

oy

af the Shore Guard were weunded, bt none fatally.

I May 1783, somewhere m the meuuty of the Cinderdonk House,
Creneral Greorge Washington and Sir Guy Cadton, the Commeander
of the Boush forces in New Yok, met before they went 1o the
Deeventt houwse :n Tappan to negotiate the withdeawal of the Bonsh
forces from New York Damel Cinderdonk was an ensipn in the

Revolunon.

My i1 P:-\-"-I'r.' eir ro oo Avene, il vanih furst the

Omderdamle propevty.

SITE 10: FORT COMFORT INN & RESORT

O youre oght, vou will see a set of puddingstone pillars. Enter
here and walk up the nll. At the wp of the ol oo vour left vou
will see a crenellited curved battlement. Tlos poad coutimes aod
exits back onto Plermont Avenoe, where you will find anothes
set ol pillacs. These two scts of pillirs were the gateposts that
(lanked & senu-cireke dove. The andemens and the peddiagsione

pillars are all that eman of Foot Comfort oo

FORT COMPORT INN:

L the eacly 19005, the Fort Comfort Realty Company owned by
Greorpe De Groat, purchased and converted thie Fallon Mansion
mter Fort Comfort ln Ir was advertised as T bigh-class sevvice;
breantifrd sworvowndings, caters especially to tourises; open all
year." ™ Tlhus began the fisst use of Piermont as & oajor toust
destmation. Busmess Rounshed and 2oon the Inn was exvanded
On September 6, 1912 the budding was destroyed by fire, but
soon after was rebuilt inte two separate buldings. However, 4
senies of fires, changes n ownership, and a final fire in June, 1931

brought it all to an end

FORT COMEPORT RESORT AND PAVILION:

A guote from a 1902 publication, the Bi Annunal Directory of
the Nyacks and Piecmont, veads: “The Ford Comfort Beach is ithe
st desivable place on the Hudion River for bathing. The elean,
Jime sandy boveon sfoping gradually for long distance, absofutely
safe for anall childven. A modern Bathing Pavilion

Fort Camfort fun Fort Comfort Iun Pavilion

fighted by elecericiry for bathing ar wight bas abosr one bundved
Large booths furnished with showers and fooe baths and a2 very
lavge ascovement of aites fov hive. Fare Consfore ica sovicely fivse
elatss vesort in every respect and is pasronized by peaple af wealtlh
and refinenene”

The verains of
Fart Canfor? fin




SITE 10 continued

.'!..rmgrﬂu

Continue r.'..'.".-':';'r.'-:_-" sonedlr poneardd the o .:."|"..'_-\'¢. Frerslrer on your .I'.-'

Cornettas Marina gnid Restanrane,

Above vou, 1n the mam entrance, as vou walk mto the restaurant,

hiangs 4 mounted stirgeon-one of the larpest ever canght in the

Hudson River. It is the only remembrance of a tme, not long ago,
when Plermont was a thonving fslung village. There’s alvrays been
fishang off the Piermont shores, The Lenape Indians taught
the Dutch how te fish the dver and they in tuen rtaught future

2elera LS.

The Hudson River had been regarded as having one of the
greatest populations of fish in the wodd, but during the 1980%,
enviconmental 1ssues cansed commercial Gshing to decline

preapitously, Today few fishermen remam
Contirnee walfene soel vorard the Village.

The building just before the hreliouse ou your nght, 556
Piermont Ave, is an architectoral work of artin progress. It may
be the only one in the Nation dedicated to the Kaoights of Saint
John of Jenasalem and the history and eultuee of Malra. Bepun
arcund 1989, it deprects momentons hustone epacs of the Knpghts of

Saint Joln and conveys the noble hentage ot the Islands of Malta

Crmitinnee sevaighe, verrning eo the Fiflage Hall

Fillage Hall

END OF TOUR
Adkapied rom “From the Fappan Stote to Pievinont 1609 to 2008,
written by Richard Esnard for The Piermont Histoneal Sociery

Please go-to pienmonthistorysociety.org to learn more about

the Piermont Histarical Sociery and the history of Piermont
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